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Artlink to host

INISHOWEN visual art organistaion
Artlink, is to host a unique exhibition
on Columbian art.

‘Colombia Contemporanea: Art from
a Contemporary Colombian Perspec-
tive’ brings the most innovative of
contemporary Colombian visual pro-
duction to the area and it is the first
time an exhibition space has been
dedicated exclusively to the genre in
Ireland.

It follows from the hugely success-
ful survey of contemporary Latin
American art at the Irish Museum of
Modern Art in 2005 (‘Las horas / The
Hours: Visual Arts of Contemporary
Latin America’, curated by Sebastian
Lépez).

Artlink has employed the skills and
knowledge of Latin American visual art
specialist Rebecca Breen to curate this
unique exhibition. This exhibition has
been realized with the help and aid of
Daros Latin America.

This exciting exhibition features the
video installations of three representa-
tive Colombian artists who are gaining
increasing international exposure, fur-
thered in no small part by the Artlink
exhibition: Oscar Munoz, Juan Manuel
Echavarria, and Rosemberg Sandoval.

Artlink state that the artists’ “re-
spective works foreground qualities
not usually associated with Colombian
art — such as irony, wit, and the sug-
gestion of a shared humanity — and al-
though the themes which run through
this exhibition inevitably encompass
Colombia’s on-going internal conflict,
witnessing to traumatic experience,
displacement, and collective memory
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and/or amnesia in the face of all these,
the exhibition equally redirects the
focus from these more conventional
readings of Colombian artistic produc-
tion.

“It highlights, instead, the some of
the different conceptual strategies
which are employed by Colombian art-
ists to provide sardonic commentary
and make oblique reference to con-
temporary cultural contexts and histo-
ries, both those expressly Colombian
and those more universal. In short, the
exhibition emphasises ‘art from a con-
temporary Colombian perspective.

“Faced with the potential problem
of isolating Colombian art (or, indeed,
any one geographically-defined art his-
tory) in an increasingly global age, ‘Co-
lombia contemporanea’ also focuses
on the specificities of its local context
and it is highly significant that this ex-
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hibition is taking place at Fort Dunree.

“Much like the history of Colombian
art — and Latin American art more
broadly — the historically and politi-
cally charged site on the Inishowen Pe-
ninsula has been a ‘contested space’
and, even today, it is marked by suc-
cessive waves of occupation of one
kind of another (from military to cul-
tural). Similarly, the four works which
comprise this exhibition can be seen
to bear the traces of past and present,
personal and collective, local and in-
ternational histories, cultures, and
politics.”

The four featured works are: Oscar
Muriioz, Re/trato [Portrait / I Retreat],
2003. Single channel video, colour, si-
lent : Juan Manuel Echavarria, Bocas
de ceniza [Mouths of Ash], 2003. Sin-
gle channel video, colour, sound: Juan
Manuel Echavarria, Guerra y pa’ [War
and Peace], 2001.Single channel video,
colour, sound : Rosemberg Sandoval,
Baby Street, 1998. Single channel video
(performed in ‘Arte y violencia en Co-
lombia desde 1948’, Bogota, 1998), col-
our, sound.

The idea of cultural exchange also
plays a crucial role as part of the cu-
ratorial framework of ‘Colombia con-
temporanea’ and the exhibition is
motivated by a desire to create real
situations of connection, contribution,
and audience engagement.

The exhibition opens this Saturday,
October 3 at 6.30 — 8.0pm,

“Colombia Contemporanea” contin-
ues from October 8-30.

The gallery is open Thursday — Satur-
day 1.00 — 5.00pm or by appointment.



